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SCREENING
Whom and how to screen.
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Whom to Screen for HCV
Testing is recommended in select populations.

• Baby Boomers:  Born 1945-1965.
• Risk Exposures:  Needle, sharps, or mucosal exposure to HCV infected blood.

– Transfusion before 1987 or organ transplant before 1992.
– Injection or intranasal substance use.
– Unregulated tattooing / piercing.
– Hemodialysis.
– Incarceration.
– Born to HCV infected mother.

• Other:  Unexplained liver disease, solid organ donor, HIV infection.

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/evaluate/testing-and-linkage
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Screening Tests
FDA-approved HCV-antibody 
Screening Assays



LINK TO CARE
Steps between HCV diagnosis and treatment completion.
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HCV Treatment

• Goal:  Achieve HCV cure (SVR) and reduce
– All-cause mortality
– End-stage liver disease
– Liver cancer (hepatocellular carcinoma)
– Viral transmission

• Treatment recommended for all patients with chronic HCV except
– Short life expectancy due to liver disease (managed by an expert).
– Short life expectancy not improved by treatment / liver transplant.

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/evaluate/when-whom
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Link to Care
How to make a diagnosis of HCV infection.

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hcv/pdfs/hcv_flow.pdf
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Steps to Treatment Success
There are several barriers in linking HCV diagnosis to treatment success.

HCV exposure: 
HCV antibody (+)

Current infection: 
HCV RNA (+)

Treatment Referral: 
HCV genotyping

Fibrosis assessment
Treatment decision

Start Treatment:
Medication Teaching

Complete Treatment 

Confirm Treatment 
Success:

HCV RNA (–) at 12 
weeks

No Shows

Prior Authorization

Adherence
On-Rx Monitoring

Large Copays

Post-Rx Monitoring

Treatment Denials

No Shows
Provider Access



TREATMENT

Treatment Prescription

Benefits Investigation & Prior Authorization

Commercial Medicare Medicaid

Copay Ok Copay $$$

Copay Cards

Copay Ok Copay $$$

Private Grant

Drug Screening

Fibrosis Assessment

F0-1

Rx Denial x 2

PAP Application

≥F2

Common Pathway:

1. Any denials

2. No insurer



EXAMPLES

Examples of Prior Authorization, Private Grant, and Pharmaceutical 
Assistance Program Documentation.
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Iowa Medicaid Prior 
Authorization

Notably PA form wants:
1. Liver fibrosis ≥ F2.
2. Proven patient compliance.
3. Clean alcohol & drug screens.
4. Prescriber to work in or 

consultation with 
gastroenterology, hepatology, 
infectious disease.

https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/470-5270.pdf?100220192049
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PAN Foundation Grants
Private grants used for copay assistance.

https://panfoundation.org
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Assistance Program Application
Example of the most common HCV PAP application form.
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Navigating HCV Treatment:
Their work facilitates acquisition and successful completion of HCV treatment.

Heidi Wood
PharmD, BCPS

Tony Huynh
PharmD, BCACP

Kristy Lowenberg
Pharmacy Revenue Cycle Representative
Benefits Investigation / Prior Authorizations

Kelly Bredfield
Social Work
Pharmaceutical Assistance Program Applications


